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Election Challenge 


"Skirmishes continued 
throughout the night." 
Major Nelson said. 

He said there were no US 
casualties. 

The US troops seized a 
global positioning svslcm 
and a video camera and 
tapes. 

The US-led coalition has 
about 18.000 troops 
hunting Taleban and al- 
Qaeda militants in southern 
and eastern Afghanistan. 
The insurgents hare vowed 
to disrupt the Afghan 
presidential elections on 4 
October. 

Zabul is considered a huge 
security risk for aid 
workers and coalition 
forces 

In May. four US soldiers 
were killed there by 
suspected Taleban 

militants, one of the biggest 
losses for American forces 
since they began operations 
m Afghanistan more than 
two years ago 

Since the May attack, there 
have been a number of 
raids on Afghan 
government targets 


country to hire local arc maps dividing the 

polling officials. country into low. medium 

Election logistics arc also and liigli risk areas 
a considerable challenge The major conflict in 
in the country that has few Afghanistan has ceased, but 
good roads security remains an ongoing 

Pick-ups. four-wheel concern." say s Julian Type 
drives, jeeps, airplanes. A top Europe-based 
helicopters, horses and election observer body has 
donkeys will be used to already said Afghanistan’s 
transport polling officials skittish 
and materials to all over emir 
the country hnpo 

Bringing the 30.000 ballot polls 
boxes, built in Denmark. Some 
to the counting centers and 
alter the end of the voting clccti 
will be another daunting over 
exercise - an average of to rc 
3.000 ballot boxes will be says, 
moved to each centre. Man; 






’VWW.'MWi* 


c killed us forces have 
ired in billed 22 suspected 
iolencc I Taleban and al- 
it took Qaeda militants in 
he UN a 9 un battle in 
southern 

iot able Afghanistan, the US 
li tli and military says. 

c 0 j- American troops and 

ulitants. helicopters fought the 
insurgents in the Shinkay 
. . district of Zabul prov ince, 
laic on Sunday 

P - "Twenty-two anti-coalition 
sa ' lK militias were killed - three 
serious 0 f || lcn) ucre Arabs." US 

recent miliuin spokesman Major 
conlhcl Scott Nelson said in Kabul, 
mbodia Zabul province is widely 
I regarded .is a Taleban 




1 1 ve seen in my life 
many destroyed UN 
premises but I have 
who hardly ever seen the 
uses only one name, as type of destruction that I 
he helped his injured saw. 
brother walk to hospital The office is in ashes 

everything is burned, 
angered by President they spilt gasoline and 

threw matches and the 
whole office does not 
exist anymore," said 
Grande. 

"The attacks where 
is 


HERAT (AFP)- because they had to 

International aid workers defend themselves and 
in the western city of that could kill people," 

Herat have expressed said Shokrullah 
dismay after being 
targeted in weekend 
rioting that forced many 

humanitarian staff to Khan loyalists were 
flee the city. 

Offices belonging to 
international 
organizations and the 
United Nations were seen as a 
looted and torched stretch 
when supporters of hold on power beyond targeted 
governor Ismael Khan the capital to 
went on the rampage provinces ahead 
after the regional October's presidential 
warlord was kicked out vote, 
of office at the weekend 
The targeted attacks spokesman 
forced the United 
Nations and several 
non-governmental 
agencies to withdraw 

some 60 staff from had seen directed at Kabul 
Herat on Monday international 

Four people were killed organizations since the 
and more than 50 Taliban were 
others including three from power. 

US soldiers were injured 
in the clashes. 


The inking ol voters 

V- 4.^. i thumbs has also raised fear- 

^ + I C0U ^ ^ lar ^ ctct ^ 

g, | How long will it lake lor 
i .•> f | the voles to be counted and 

--*-* the results declared'’ 

lly supported the polls, "This counliy has never 
lohammad Azam experienced elections 

;r gathered in the presence of before." Mr Azam says 
af national and international "Hie results may lake two 
poll observers and to three weeks." 

tc candidates' agents. Some analy sts say the 

;n They will be counted in the election is being held 
provmccs. hastily 

ib Security fears arc running flic registration of the I ^ 
high ahead of the elections million refugees in Pakistan 
id More than 20 jjcoplc have will be completed by an 
;n died m recent violence - international body barely a 
a including an explosion m week bclore polling, 
is Kabul "Nobody expects the 

Much of the violence is election to be smooth But 
is blamed on Taleban or other it has to be held to give a 
ut militants who want to voice to Afghan people. 
ic disrupt the elections says analyst Ka/ccm 

s" At the olTiccs of the Ahang of Kabul 
lie election authorities, there University 


Hamid Karzai's decision 
Saturday to sack the 
governor, in what was 
move to 
Kabul's shaky 

' 1, that 

the something that cannot 
of be disputed," he said 
"The houses which have 
been attacked are the 
The United Nations' only houses attacked, 

! in looted, and burned in a 

Afghanistan, Manoel de particular area 
Almeida e Silva, said Herat province, some 
the targeted attack was 700 kilometers (more 
the worst violence he than 400 miles) west cf 

shares a long 
border with Iran and 
Turkmenistan and is 
forced among Afghanistan's 
most prosperous and 
"I have been here for wealthiest, 
two and a half years Sayed Mohammad 
"Oh my God what have and I have never seen Khairkhwa, the new 

they done to our office," anything like this." governor of Herat, said 

said Mohammed Shoib Deputy UN special he hoped that aid 

from the International representative in agency staff would 

Organization for Afghanistan, Filippo return soon 

Migration as he returned Grande, said the "I assured them that it 
to work Monday. damage to offices of the will not be repeated 

His office was reduced UN Assistance mission again, we will do 

to ash and blackened in Afghanistan was anything that we can to 

walls among the worst he had ensure their safety," 

"The rioters throwing ever seen inflicted on saying that aid workers 
stones at the soldiers premises used by the were desperately 
was the most scary part world body needed in the province. 


group ol v 
ballot boxes 


3AD - moment and our main Afghanistan from to another camp in 

e of the UN concern is to ensure that Pakistan," Balochistan at 

nmissioner for everybody is safe in Meanwhile, the UNHCR Mohammed Kheil 
(UNHCR) will Herat,” Jack Redden, a announced that it will According to the UN 
operating its spokesman for UNHCR end its assistance on 15 refugee agency, no 
reparation Pakistan, told IRIN in September to four refugee in the four 
program for Islamabad. "new” refugee camps in camps on the border at 

refugees from The buildings of the Balochistan located in Chaman had accepted 
as foe agency UNHCR and the UN the Chaman area of the offer to relocate to 
j a suspension Assistance Mission in Pakistan bordering an alternative camp 
ions from Iran Afghanistan (UNAMA) Afghanistan. The Many Afghans in the 

following the were attacked by refuge agency had Chaman camps said 

foe UN offices demonstrators protesting stopped all its activities that, rather than relocate 
/estem city of against the sacking by in the nine "new" to a camp where basic 
on Sunday President Hamid Karzai camps in North West services are available. 

of Ismael Khan, the Frontier Province they would prefer to 

HCR operation governor of foe western (NWFP) on 31 August stay without the 
muing from province of Herat and two similar camps UNHCR assistance near 

There is no "The trouble is in foe in Balochistan province the border town where 
i the operation west, while mostly the on 5 September, but it is easy to find daily 
ibviously foe people [Afghan announced an extension laboring jobs, the 

hough is in the refugees] are moving to for four camps offering UNHCR press 

flux at foe eastern pans of the residents relocation statement said 


Tunisian-born Tarek ben Habib 
Maaroufi sits in a police van as 
he leaves the Palace of Justice 
in Brussels September 13, 
2004. Maaroufi, who is already 
serving a prison sentence in a 
case tied to the murder of 
Ahmed Shah Masood, an 
Afghan rebel, is standing trial 
with nine other suspects for 
illegal possession of firearms 
and other charges in a case 
linking them to radical Islamist 
groups. REUTERS/Thierry Roge 
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meet with the press in a guest house 
once occupied by Ismail Khan. 

The governor pledged to take steps 
to ensure that the violence was not 
repeated and hoped that the aid 
agencies would soon return to Herat 
"I'm very sorry and sad over what 
happened to the United Nations and 
non-governmental offices here in 
Herat," he said. 

The guest house also houses a US 
military command post - suggesting 
Mr Khuwa, a former diplomat, could 
have trouble demonstrating he was 
not installed and protected by US 
firepower 

At least seven people are reported to 
have died in a weekend of violence, 
triggered by President Karzai's 


Do Zawahiri want to 
Raise the Cost of His 
and Osama’s Life? 

The third anniversary of the September 11 
passed, the incident in the result of which the 
world and -especially the United States of 
America has faced and realized the spreading 
dangers of the terrorism Even the great 
intelligence agencies did not know the dangers 
which could be brought by that 
Indeed these were the unsuitable sows 
scattered in our country, ripe and have given 
fruitful results in News York and Washington 
Because Afghanistan was the only training and 
growing cente' for them and the others were 
just watching it as a bystander and just laid 
their hands on hands 

Now after three years, as our international 
fellows has evacuated all our country from Al- 
Qaeda and their related elements, our 
neighboring countries, which are the bases and 
main centers of these elements and are training 
them, and have tried to bring them out to the 
border and drag them to the prison of the 

centurv or Guantanamo 

Not taking interest in arresting these elements 
during the last three years is because that they 
might not wanted to be engage between the 
good and bad elements of Al-Qaeda 
Hence as the elections of our country are 
planned with the possibilities of all the peace- 
loving and liberal countries, with the emerge of 
Aiman-al Zawahiri. Deputy of Osama Bin 
Ladin and head of the Taliban who claims that 
Taliban and Al-Qaeda and all other parties 
opposing the International Coalition is 
controlling a large area of Afghanistan. | and 
is giving a moral and support to the Taliban 
It is thought that the Deputy of Bin Ladin. 
living on the Pak-Afghan Border, want to 
augment the cost of his and Bin Ladin’s life in 
the market of borders and the upcoming 
elections of Afghanistan 

Nevertheless Taliban, Al-Qaeda and other 
destructive elements have made several 
explosions and rocket-attacks in the heart of 
the Kabul city, but we see that the international 
coalition forces arc having suitable 
preparedness, and accordmg to the statement of 
the spokesperson of the International forces 
that the ongoing trilateral operations by 
\fghanistan, Pakistan and the International 
Coalition have narrowed the field for the 
activities and operations of Taliban and their 
allies 

And we are optimistic for the above statements 
and are confident that the assaults would not be 
repeated on the Kabul city, people can breathe 
in a peaceful air after three years' 


The trial of three f|f : J gjl ^ z ‘^The video also showed on< 

Americans accused f Jm>. < of the Afghans detained by 

of torturing Afghans mm ' M il the men confessing tc 

has resumed in K ~ «/., 1* f i^T y, 1 plotting to kill senioi 

Kabul, with their 1 . „. p' '<< m Afghan leaders and bomt 

lawyer demanding ? w -4>. the US m,lltar y base Ir 

the charges ^ be . Bajjam, north rfKabuC ^ 

^denies having any ties with Wednesday's proceedings the Afghan legal system ^ tates army, we were 

the men were reportedly the most was unfit to carry it out working tor the United 

A verdict had been orderly yet Judge Abdul Baset ^ tates army 

expected on Wednesday, The prosecutor, Mohammed Bakhtyari rejected the plea, ^ be military in 

but the judge indicated he Naim Dawarty, accused the saying. "Come to the point Afgtamstan has admitted it 

might allow the defense defendants of opening if you have any arguments." rece ' ve d a prisoner handed 

another week. private cells, abducting and The judge did allow the over hy Mr Idema. The man 

The defendants face charges torturing Afghan people and defense to show a video of vvas * ater Ie ! ease fi 
of kidnapping, torture and seizing their property the men apparently being three defendants were 

illegal entry into said their activities greeted upon arrival in arres t e d when Afghan 
Afghanistan • "have created distress of the Afghanistan by several secur ity forces raided a 

If conv icted thev could face people of Afghanistan, the Afghan officials, including * louse ' n Kabul allegedly 

up to 20 years in prison government and the United the Kabul police chief. being used as a private jail 

The trial has been marred States" "It's ridiculous to claim they containing eight Afghan 

by chaos, repeated However, defense lawyer entered illegally under these prisoners 
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